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In a recent course a few of us developed
on Gender and Sexuality, I narrate my
story as a four year-old desiring other
boys. At the time, I obviously did not have
the language or understanding to make
sense of my experience. But a lack of
language did not negate my gender and
sexual knowings. The adults in my life at
the time did not know, but as a child I was
actively forging connections and making
meaning. There were of course other
aspects to me that were known to them
that were perhaps more legible socially,
such as my ethnicity, caste, assigned
gender, and so forth. However, the existing
frames of childhood theories were not
able to make sense of my experience as a
queer child. For them, a child like me did
not exist. 

Discovering Unknown Childhoods
~ Sid Mohandas



In Montessori, we speak a lot

about the prepared environment

and the prepared adult, which in

practice quite often entails

preparing for the child who is

‘known’ to us through pre-

determined developmental

milestones. As a result, the child

is reduced to mere data. In a time

where society is obsessed with

measuring childhoods, we need

to resist framings that depict the

child as a singular ‘knowable’

entity, instead create room for

indeterminacy, unpredictability,

and inquisitiveness.

We must come to terms with the

reality that the child before us

has knowledge that may be

outside our sphere of

consciousness. What if we hold

loosely to the child we think we

know, and embrace as our guide

the child that is constantly in

process? 

Perhaps then as Montessori
(2017, p.28) affirms we could

‘learn childhood from children’
and be ‘amazed at the

discoveries we have made’.



Protecting the Rights of the Child

It is 31 years since the UN General Assembly adopted the UNCRC, the most
widely-ratified human rights treaty in history.  This visionary document has
played a significant role in improving the lives of millions of children
worldwide.  Child mortality rates have halved, polio has been virtually
eradicated, and more children than ever before are in primary education
(UNICEF, 2019: 1).  And yet, despite the legally-binding commitment States
Parties make when they sign and ratify the Convention, for too many
children, the rights outlined in the 54 articles of the UNCRC are not being met
in practice. 

In April, the Committee on the Rights of the Child (2020) expressed concern
that the health, educational, recreational, social and economic rights of
children are in further jeopardy due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  In the UK,
the Early Years Alliance (2020) outlined how the rights of the youngest
children have been compromised:

~ Julie Compton



Health rights (Article 24) – access to healthcare professionals has been
restricted, particularly for newborns and other vulnerable children,
such as those with SEND (Article 23); babies separated from mothers in
maternity units impact well-being (Best Beginnings, 2020).  
Educational rights (Articles 28 and 29) – just 7% of 2-4s (usually 84%)
continued to attend early years settings during the first lockdown
(Pascale et al., 2020).  Current restrictions continue to reduce provision
due to shorter hours, social distancing, fewer resources.
Recreational rights (Article 31) – Covid ‘bubbles’ restrict space,
movement and opportunities to socialise; strict hygiene requirements
limit resources.  Closure of toddler groups, soft play, swimming pools,
etc. impact on the right to play in the community.
Social and economic rights (Article 27) – in 2018-19, 30% of children in
the UK were living in poverty (CPAG, 2020), a figure that is expected to
rise due to the impact of Covid-19 on families, particularly those with
young children.  

Freeman (2000: 282) views the Convention “as a real achievement but also as
a spur to further action”.  40 years before the Convention was adopted,
Montessori ([1949] 2007: 68) urged us to view the child

“as a citizen, as a dignified human being
with a right to live and be protected. 

 Whatever his social background,
whatever his racial origins, whatever his
birthplace, the child must be recognised

as a citizen". 

Now, more than ever before, we must commit to ensuring that every child
has every right set out in the UNCRC – our fellow citizens deserve nothing
less.



Children tell us things all the time. Communication is not a section in

the curriculum, it’s a life affirming capacity that we all have. It starts at

birth. Babies are powerful communicators. They maintain the

dialogue, by initiating, responding and keeping up the momentum.

They do this long before they have acquired language as we know it.

Because of this, they use a myriad of ways to communicate (OU, 2020).

They inform us from very early on of who they are and the choices

they make.

“From the beginning children demonstrate that they have a voice,

know how to listen and want to be listened by others” (Rinaldi, 2001: 3).

And the dialogue is like jazz and the more we listen and make space the

more they lead us into their world. 

The Voice of the Child
~ Roxana Haloiu



With regards to early childhood, it was acknowledged that the way we actively
respond to this, given the unique ways young children communicate, can make a
difference in enabling children to exercise this right. General Comment nr
7(CRC, 2005) mentions research and consultations as ideal tools for listening
and encouraging participation in young children. This has a direct impact on
children’s identity formation (CRC, 2005). Carina Rinaldi (2001) lists a number
of meanings that listening has and warns us that, although it brings incredible
joys, it can sometimes be hard, uncomfortable or even bring suffering. 

One particular meaning stood out for me:

They thus rapidly absorb the culture around them and are eager to be part of it,
to contribute to it and to leave a mark. We can help them achieve this by listening
deeply and actively as, it seems, we need to cultivate more than one way of
listening, in order to keep up with their many ways of expressing themselves. 

Article 12 of the UNCRC (1989) assures that “the child
who is capable of forming his or her own views has
the right to express those views freely in all matters

affecting the child” (UNCRC, 1989: 5). 

“Listening removes the individual from anonymity
(and the children cannot bear to be anonymous). It

legitimizes us and gives us visibility. It enriches both
those who listen and those who produce the message"

(Rinaldi, 2001:3).



Since beginning to think about children’s play in a big way, I have been
humming, ‘Where do the Children Play?’, by Yusuf / Cat Stevens. The
original song, written in 1970, poses questions that still hold today, half a
century later; two decades since the UNCRC (1989).
 
Rights are complicated things; who do they belong to? The individual,
the group, the loudest? What if actualisation of one’s rights is to deny
another theirs? Children’s rights are more complex still, and,
‘perceptions of immaturity’ (Theobald, 2019:252) a habitual barrier to
their being fulfilled through the adult acting in the, ‘best interests of the
child’ (Article 3, UNCRC, 1989).

Where do the Children Play?
Article 31, the ‘forgotten right’ 

(UNICEF, 2007:469)

~ Joanna Ainsworth

Only when we understand the nature of play
will we be able to understand how to better
shape the destinies of human societies in a

mutually dependent world 

Burghardt (2005, in Russell, 2006:4



Play as a right is vulnerable. Where and
how do children play when adult toxicity
impacts upon children’s ‘time-space for
play’ (Lester and Russell, 2010:9), or when
the raucous, messy, risky, daydreaming
kinds of play do not fit within the adult’s
perception of the ‘right sort’? 

Recently invited to join my 8-year-old son
and friend in a somewhat ‘wild’ game of
hide-and-seek, I re-experienced the, heart-
thumping-emotion-full thrill of play.
Unpredictable, raw, all-consuming; I had
forgotten. Unless we re-remember play, by
getting down-and-dirty with it, our ‘adult’
understanding of its true worth to children
in the here-and-now of childhood, will
remain muddied by nostalgia and the
constant need (of grownups) to quantify
(de Saint-Exupéry, 1943). 
 
Children, and those inhabiting children’s
immediate life-worlds, are the ‘community
advocates’ (UNICEF, 2018). Through
grassroots ways of knowing they hold the
key to the re-orientation of the narrative of
play, from top-down to glorious nappy-
clad bottom up; to shaping policy and to
ensuring policy’s crucial protection of the
spaces where play thrives. 

It is already happening – slowly. 

Patience.

Yusuf / Cat Stevens
Where do the Children Play?

https://youtu.be/nBCJhNiKhFE


World Children’s Day was first established in 1954 as Universal Children's
Day and is celebrated on 20 November each year to promote international
togetherness, awareness among children worldwide, and improving
children's welfare.

November 20th is an important date as it is the date in 1959 when the UN
General Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child. It is
also the date in 1989 when the UN General Assembly adopted the Convention
on the Rights of the Child.

Since 1990, World Children's Day also marks the anniversary of the date that
the UN General Assembly adopted both the Declaration and the Convention
on children's rights.

Mothers and fathers, teachers, nurses and doctors, government leaders and
civil society activists, religious and community elders, corporate moguls and
media professionals, as well as young people and children themselves, can
play an important part in making World Children's Day relevant for their
societies, communities and nations.

World Children's Day offers each of us an inspirational entry-point to
advocate, promote and celebrate children's rights, translating into dialogues
and actions that will build a better world for children.

This year, the COVID-19 crisis has resulted in a child rights crisis. The costs
of the pandemic for children are immediate and, if unaddressed, may last a
lifetime.

It’s time for generations to come together to reimagine the type of world we
want to create. On 20 November, kids will reimagine a better world. What
will you do?

This information was taken directly from the United Nations website

#voicesofyouth

https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-childrens-day
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