
Learning Stories 
 
A reflection by Jo Gaught 
 
Jo works at Michelle Wisbey’s setting. She experienced Learning Stories as a parent 
in New Zealand and approached Michelle recently to ask if she would consider 
introducing Learning Stories as their observation/assessment approach in the 
setting. Jo had hoped to be with us at the webinar but was unable to at the last 
minute because of a family matter. She kindly shared these notes which Michelle 
read out in the session and has agreed for them to be shared. 
 
A parent’s experience 
 
Firstly as a parent - the power of Dillon’s learning story aged 3 has stayed with me - 
he’s now 15. The values that were captured and celebrated in it - Dillon the chef who 
gave to others, highlighting the wonderful human attribute of generosity and how that 
benefitted not only his classmates, his neighbours (they had talked to Dillon and 
understood his experiences of making biscuits at home and giving them to our 
neighbours) but that being generous to others helped society as a whole. A 
wonderful message to share with all and therefore make others want to act similarly. 
Global citizens of the world etc! 
 
Implementing Learning stories at Westwood  
 
Staff response has been that it makes recording observations more meaningful. By 
addressing the story to the child, it creates a different kind of narrative that has more 
heart in it. Staff have found teasing out the value of the learning being observed 
tricky at times. But when we chatted about it in small groups - I did this with Lenka 
and Gail, we ended up having brilliant discussions and all sorts of insights were 
made - these are in note form still. They had taken about 6-8 pics of each child and 
are going to write long captions for each pic before putting into sentences the 
learning observed and then how we can build on this as next steps.  
 
Other challenges have been staff waiting to observe ‘educational’ moments, and 
dismissing other types of play. So we are working at really looking at what interests 
the child, where they are at their most engaged and free self, how can we capture 
that. Lots of pictures need to be taken and then maybe we should reflect and talk 
through.  
 
Linking what is observed to bigger picture ideas, what skills or ways of working can 
be developed for adult life, is tricky for people too. But ideas generated through 
discussions with others helps.  
 
 
  



Opportunities  
 
I love how implementing this has got us all talking together about the children and 
their learning, people have shown a renewed excitement for observing and a desire 
to celebrate each child. It’s got us talking about learning in general and reflecting on 
how Montessori supports the child- reminding people of all the indirect aims. 
 
The knock on of this is people feeling more confident to talk to parents about their 
child’s learning - giving them the language and confidence of understanding the 
relevance of the learning observed. Building deeper and more meaningful 
relationships with parents too - understanding their family and what is important to 
them.  


