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In this session

▪Introduction

▪Changes to EYFS 

▪Handbook changes 

▪EIF – getting the focus right 



▪In the notification call, providers and inspectors 
will still agree safety measures required to ensure the 
inspection is COVID-19 secure and how inspectors can work 
effectively within the protective measures in place.

▪Where a provider has active cases in their setting, they can 
continue to request a deferral of their                                          
inspection. We will consider all requests                              
in line with our published deferral                                             
policy.
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We will continue to prioritise the safety and 
welfare of everyone involved in inspections
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Changes to the Early years foundation 
stage (EYFS) 

The changes have been made to: 

▪ place a stronger focus on 
children’s early communication

▪ promote more equal life chances

▪ tackle excessive workload

▪ put more emphasis on children’s 
health.
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Changes to the educational programmes

▪Specifically, this means:

- they are longer, there is more depth, and they contain 
examples of things that providers can do with children

- there is a new focus on early language and extending 
vocabulary, with more examples on how to embed and 
develop vocabulary skills across all                                               
seven areas of learning, because                                                              
this improves child development                                                            
in a broad curriculum.
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Changes to Development Matters: non-
statutory curriculum guidance

▪It’s shorter, about two-thirds of the length of the previous 
version, to allow for more freedom to develop the right broad 
curriculum for the children providers work with.

▪The age bands have been simplified to avoid tracking 
activities that do not support child development. There are 
now three instead of six:

-birth to 3

-3 and 4-year-olds

-children in reception.
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Seven key features of effective practice

▪The best for every child

▪High-quality care 

▪The curriculum: what we want children to learn

▪Pedagogy: helping children to learn  

▪Assessment: checking what children                                                      
have learned

▪Self-regulation and executive function  

▪Partnership with parents 
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Changes to the early learning goals

▪The early learning goals have been changed to make them 
clearer and more specific. They are more focused on the 
main factors that support child development at age 5.
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Education inspection framework (EIF)
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The changes…

▪The ‘Inspection and the COVID-19 (coronavirus)’ section has 
been updated to outline the additional considerations for 
inspections, in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and as 
we continue to emerge from it. In line with our 
approach since we returned to routine inspection on 4 May, 
all inspections will be on-site. There are no changes to 
inspection policy or methodology.
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The changes…

▪We’ve made some changes to our outstanding and good 

grade descriptors for personal development. This is to ensure 

we reflect the revisions to PSED in the EYFS and the 

outcomes of Ofsted’s Sexual Abuse Review.
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The changes…

▪We’ve made some other changes to provide clarity on 

inspection preparation and practice for both inspectors and 

providers.
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The changes…

▪The September handbook has a brand-new section: 

‘Clarification for providers’. 

▪We hope this will support our continued work on myth-

busting about inspection that can result in unnecessary 

workload and give reassurance to providers.
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Focusing on what 
matters…
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Ofsted EIF inspections and the EYFS – Ofsted Update for engagements – Autumn 2021

EIF inspection judgements

Quality of 
education

Personal 
development

Behaviour 
and attitudes

Leadership 
and 

management

Overall effectiveness
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Ofsted EIF inspections and the EYFS – Ofsted Update for engagements – Autumn 2021

The EYFS (educational programmes) provides the 

curriculum framework that leaders build on to 

decide what they intend children to learn and develop. 

Leaders and practitioners decide how to implement 

the curriculum so that children make progress in the 

seven areas of learning. Leaders and practitioners 

evaluate the impact of the curriculum by checking 

what children know and can do.

The EYFS and the curriculum
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▪The EYFS (educational programmes) provides 
the curriculum framework that leaders build 
on to decide what they intend children to 
learn and develop.

▪Leaders and practitioners decide how to 
implement the curriculum, so children make 
progress in the seven areas of learning.

▪They evaluate the impact of the curriculum 
by checking what children know and can do.
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The curriculum is at the heart of the framework

Q
u
a
lity

 o
f e

d
u
ca

tio
n

Slide 19



Finding out about the quality of the curriculum
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Myth busting… what’s new?
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Ofsted on the web and on social media

www.gov.uk/ofsted

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk

www.linkedin.com/company/ofsted

www.youtube.com/ofstednews

www.slideshare.net/ofstednews

www.twitter.com/ofstednews
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